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brachycephalic, derived from northern Asiatics ; and the third short and dolicho- 
cephalic, or that of the native blacks. India is a world by itself, and most of its 
inhabitants belong to races of which there is no specimen in Europe. Dr. Topinard 
naturally attaches more importance to physical than to ethnographical characters 
as evidence of anthropological descent, and he is justified by Mr. Risley's researches . 
of which he speaks very highly ; although he thinks they would have been more 
fruitful if the anthropometrical instructions prepared by the French Anthropologist 
had been more strictly adhered to. That they were not so is the more surprising as 
Mr. Risley's work is dedicated to Dr. Topinard himself. S2. 

Ueber sittliche Dispositionen. By Dr. Anton Oehelt-Newin, Privatdocent an 
der Universitat in Bern. Graz: Leuschner & Lubensky. 1892. Price Mk. 2 
70 Pf. 
The main idea of this book is to prove that there are certain innate disposi- 
tions forming the elements of morality. The elements of morality are according 
to Dr. Oelzelt-Newin the attitudes of fear, anger, love, sympathy, shame, and pride. 
Conscience is a complex which has developed from these six dispositions. Having 
stated sufficient evidences for the heredity of moral dispositions and illustrated 
the parallel phenomena of bodily states in their reference to moral alienation, the 
author treats the six elements of morality in single chapters, explaining their causes 
and the influence of conditions under which they develop either into virtues or 
crimes. The essay (92 pp.) is a contribution to that ethical determinism which re- 
gards evil as the necessary result of given factors. "Religious people should say : 
Not only the stone which falls from the roof and kills a just man, but also the will 
of a criminal and the punishment of the judge are inscrutable ordinances of God. 
That alone is a true theodicy." As an optimist the author trusts that the evil 
of the world will be conquered with legal means and enjoins priests to revise in 
this sense their creed, jurists their law, and all men their love of mankind. npq. 

The Beauties of Nature. And the Wonders of the World We live in. By Sir 
John Lubbock. New York : Macmillan & Co. 1892. 429 pages. Price $1.50. 
Natur und Kunst. Studien zur Entwicklungsgeschichte der Kunst. By Carus 
Sterne. Berlin : Verein fiir deutsche Literatur. 1892. 
The first of these two books is a delightful compilation by Sir John Lubbock. 
It is another addition to that series of popular works which this well-known nat- 
uralist is now giving to English-speaking peoples. It makes no pretension of being 
scientific : it simply takes the world which science has revealed and shows us its 
wonders and its beauties. Yet it insinuates many a scientific fact and inculcates 
many a moral lesson. No one will regret the few hours that can be spent in its 
perusal, and the stimulus derived from it will heighten the pleasure which every 
religiously-minded heart takes in the contemplation of natural grandeur and truth. 
In the main, it is intended for unscientific readers. It requires hardly any prepara- 
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tory knowledge to be understood ; yet it sometimes touches on a truth that even 
great thinkers overlook. Thus, a fropos of the capacity for intact divisibility which 
some life-forms possess, Sir John remarks that these considerations introduce ' ' much 
difficulty into our conception of the idea of an Individual." " In fact," he says, 
' ' the realisation of the idea of an individual gradually becomes more and more dif- 
ficult, and the continuity of existence, even among the highest animals, gradually 
forces itself upon us. I believe that as we become more rational, as we realise more 
fully the conditions of existence, this consideration is likely to have important moral 
results." The work is divided into the following chapters : " Animal Life," " Plant 
Life," " Woods and Fields, " "Mountains," "Water," " Rivers and Lakes, " "The 
Sea, "" The Starry Heavens. " 

The second of the two books that head this review is by Carus Sterne. Few 
men possess the wide technical knowledge and the same command of the historical 
literature of his subject, that this investigator and writer possesses. Carus Sterne 
unites with a rigorous scientific training the rare qualities of philosophical insight 
and sound erudition. He possesses the scientific facts on which to base valid judg- 
ments, and he deduces from these facts the inferences that affect the most important 
problems of life — its culture and morality. We have had occasion before, to refer 
to these phases of Carus Sterne's activity as an author. 

In the present work the author of Werden und Vergehen discusses the relations 
which obtain between nature and art. Here is not the place to give even a synopsis 
of the great wealth of material which this book of 395 pages contains ; we are al- 
lowed simply to hint at its purport and methods. Carus Sterne defines the artistic 
impulse in man to be a longing of the mind to rise above the ordinary routine of 
physical existence. It is a lifting ourselves out of our every-day life. This cannot be 
accomplished by the simple reproduction of the things of nature ; such reproductions 
have not in themselves an elevating effect. Art is not imitative, art is creative. It 
uses color, form, space, merely as a means to give "local habitation" to an idea. 
The imitation of actually existing things is the beginning of art ; but it is its lowest 
stage. Nature must be our guide, our norm, not our model. Here the middle road 
is taken between the old and the new idea of art. That was ultra-idealistic, this is 
ultra-realistic. The author then proceeds to discuss the notion of beauty in art and 
nature (Part I) and finally takes up generally (Part II) the subject of the artistic 
contemplation and reproduction of the world. All these topics, with their many 
subdivisions, are treated in Carus Sterne's best and most fascinating style. The work 
is well illustrated, and all interested in the natural history of art will find in it a 
store-house of valuable material. /m/m. 



